AICE A-Level Exam Hints
You will have 3 hours to answer the Education and Abnormal sections.  Each section will have 2 given questions that are mandatory.  As well, you will be given a choice of two questions in which you will pick only one to answer (this constitutes your third question).   Pay attention to the point break down in allotting ample time.  You should give each topic 1 ½ hours.     

Question 1 (6 points total)

· Question typically will focus on a single topic that has a 2 point and 4 point portion to answer.  

· Part (a) typically is describing a general idea (such as learning effectiveness or phobia) 

· Part (b) typically will focus on an application issue (such as a technique to help learning effectiveness or a way to resolve a phobia)

Question 2 (20 points total)

· You need to be the most thorough with this question- use the hose of BS if needed as well

· Question will have an 8 point portion (part a) and a 12 point portion (part b)

· Part (a) is a response to a prompt about “describe what psychologists have found about …”

· For this one, remember that it is the DET (damn exam time!)

· (D)efine what the topic is and provide 1-2 different perspectives to discuss (like behaviorism and humanism in education)

· (E)xplain/apply it to a situation (like how behaviorism can be used in the class)

· (T)reatment- explain how the concept can help an individual

· Part (b) will have some strange opening part and will ask you to discuss what has been found about different perspectives on (named topic) and how it relates to (another named issue).  

· UNDERLINE the two parts you need to talk about in your answer (like above)
· This question will TRI (theory, research, issues) you…
· (T)heory- Evaluation of theory:

internal strengths and weaknesses;

theoretical issues: reductionism, determinism, ethnocentrism.

                                                          Supporting/contradicting evidence;


Comparisons and contrasts with alternative theory.
· (R)esearch- Evaluation of research:

strengths and weaknesses of methods, sample, controls, procedure.

Evaluation of and comparisons and/or contrasts with alternative 
methodologies.
· (I)ssues- Evaluation of issues and debates: 
· Any relevant debate can be raised, such as qualitative

versus quantitative data, snapshot versus longitudinal studies, extent of ecological validity, nature versus nurture; freedom versus determinism; reductionism versus holism. 
· Issues can be raised such as ethics, validity, ethnocentrism, effectiveness, application to real life.
· Named issue: _________________ (could be a perspective, usefulness, etc.) 
Question 3 (14 points total)
· Question will typically focus on a named issue/problem 
· Part (a) (6 points), the question may ask about a solution/treatment option/technique for the named problem/issue.
· For this portion, provide a general description, followed by specifics and detailed info.  For this portion, naming researchers will increase your scores!
· Part (b) (8 points) will typically take part (a) to the higher level where you will basically provide your own way in helping an individual with the named issue.  
· In one scenario, the question may already tell you to describe how you would use _____ to help people with _____
· In another scenario, the question may ask you to outline a manner in which a solution is given but you would have to provide the details and so on 
