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AICE Syllabus- Sociological Perspective 

Students should be familiar with: 

• Sociology as a reasoned and rigorous study of social life. 

• Includes Functionalist, Marxist, & Feminists perspectives 

• Sociology as a science: positivist, interpretivist, and post-modernist perspectives. 

• The uses of sociological knowledge; the role of values in sociology. 

• Sociology and social policy; the differences between sociological problems and social 

 problems 

• The diversity of human behaviour and cultural variation. 

• The nature of social order, social control and social change. 



Origins of Sociology  

• Defining Sociology 

• The study of how memberships of social groups (such as family, school, work, etc.) influence 

people’s behavior 

• Attempts to apply a systematic, scientific study of human society and social behavior, from large 

scale social institutions and mass culture, to small groups and individual interactions 

• Objectives of Sociologists 

• Sociologists focus on how social facts are created and linked 

• Looks at how knowledge is more than a simple opinion (created from content) 

• Looks at how multiple knowledge points correlate to create a greater picture of ‘social 

reality’ 

• In order to investigate this, sociological theories are tested against known facts  



Origins of Sociology  

• Background Information 

• The field of sociology was influenced by the following:  

• The Enlightenment 

• The French Revolution 

• The Industrial Revolution 



Origins of Sociology  

• Main historical influences 

• 1- The Enlightenment- roughly late 1600s to late 1700s- where intellectual and  

 philosophical minds questioned the establishment (and power) of the church and customs and 

 traditions in society through reason and science 

• Collectively, Enlightenment thinkers helped to enable scientific knowledge and philosophy to influence 

society’s path (instead of superstitions, dogma, and tradition)  

• Jean-Jacques Rousseau argued that society should be based upon reasoning of natural laws and 

observations and empirical data from science (rather than faith and church doctrine) 

• Montesquieu argued for the separation of powers in government  

• David Hume (and others) are credited with developing ‘science of man’ that looked at the scientific study 

of human behavior in the newer, ‘modern’ world   

• John Locke- based his ideas of gov’t on the social contract theory and best known for the notion that we 

natural rights, such as the right to “life, liberty, and property” 



Origins of Sociology  

• Main historical influences 

• 2- French Revolution- 1789 start- when the long-standing monarchy and aristocracy was overthrown 

in favor of a republic  

• Though still debated, many note that the ideas from the Enlightenment and the influence of the American 

Revolution led to the historical change in France 

• Storming of the Bastille (July 14, 1789)- insurgents took the weapon supply at the fortress (symbol of corrupt power) 

• Declaration of the Rights of Man (1789)- idea that rights of man are universal and valid at all times and in all places 

• The Revolution set the stage for numerous changes throughout the world: 

• Weakening/disappearance of the feudal system 

• Removal of power simply due to noble birth 

• Greater equality to men (still minor for women) 

 



Origins of Sociology  

• Main historical influences 

• 3- Industrial Revolution (18th & 19th centuries)- started in England 

• A time period when mainly farming lifestyles shifted to industrial (factory) ones and rural populations shifted 

to more urban ones 

• This led to the rise of factories, mass production, transportation, communication, and banking 

• For many, this was a drastic shift from producing your own food & clothing and working with your hands to 

being able to purchase these items now and having large-scale machines make products 

• Some thrived in this newer system that “made life easier,” but there were issues of child labor and  unsafe 

and/or underpaid working conditions in the factories.   

• This also led to a great divide between the owners of the factories (rich) and now the working class (poor) 

 



Guiding Sociological Terms   

• Culture- the way of life of a particular group 

• Typically defined in terms of: 

• Material culture (the objects people produce & obtain)- such as homes, cars, tools, clothing, goods, etc.  

• Non-material culture- the morals, values, organizations, beliefs that are created  

• Beliefs- ideas that are accepted as true, whether or not they are supported by evidence 

• May be based on power structure and/or religious principles in society 

• Such as women often seen as the ‘weaker sex’ who should stay home and raise a family 

• Social Order - the behavioral patterns and regularities established by societies that make 

 social action (changes in society)possible 

 



Foundational Figures in Sociology 

• Auguste Comte (1798-1857)- credited with coining the term “sociology” 

• Was interested in how social order was created and maintained 

• Argued that positivism (ability to study society in a scientific fashion) could be used 

to understand the natural world’s development 

• Comte (1830) argued that societies go through 3 stages: 

• Theoretical- society is based upon religious dogma and control 

• Metaphysical- ‘transition’ through upheaval where science challenges religious control 

• Positive- science & reason replace religion and enables the study as the basis for the 

social order 

• Consensus Perspective- notion that the social order is created & maintained by 

cooperation  

 



Foundational Figures in Sociology 

• Karl Marx (1818-1883)  

• Unlike Comte, Marx maintained that the social order was based on conflict (not cooperation) 

• Notions that social development has passed through 4 time periods (epochs), each with a different 

economic relationship where one group dominates over another group 

• Primitive communism- hunter/gatherer society was based on common ownership for survival of all  

• Ancient society- based on slave society and agriculture where property owners were the ‘ruling’ class 

• Feudal society (pre-industrial)- lords owned everything while peasants worked for them 

• *Capitalist society (industrial)- owner/employer and non-owner/employee roles  

• Dominant group is the bourgeoisie (owners of land, factories, machines, etc.) vs. the proletariat (the 

labor force)  

• This class conflict is the long-standing aspect of his theory that is still focused on today 

 



Foundational Figures in Sociology 

• Karl Marx (1818-1883)  

• *Belief that social order is maintained through force & persuasion* 

• Such as workers being controlled by threat of being fired or citizens being jailed for theft 

• Such as religious offerings being able to persuade followers to believe/act a certain way 

• Belief that the capitalism leads to inequality which was detrimental to the functioning of the society 

• Says that one small group owns most of the wealth while the vast majority owns little to nothing 

• This inequality is then linked to social stratification based on wealth, power, & influence 

• The ‘powerful’ group is superior as they are the ones who own aspects of the economy 

• This economic ownership further expands power across politics, the media, and religion 

• Belief that the inequality b/w the classes leads to protests and social change  

 

 

 

 

 



Foundational Figures in Sociology 

• Karl Marx (1818-1883)  

• Capitalism to Communism 

• Capitalism- an economic system based on the pursuit of private profit 

• The defining relationship is between employer and employee or (owner and non-owner) 

• Marx believed that in a capitalist society, the ruling class instills numerous manners (such as gov’t, legal 

system, religion, and mass media) to persuade workers into thinking that society is fair and just in order for 

them not to rebel against their exploitation 

• If this “ruling class ideology” succeeds, it creates a false class consciousness (a mistaken belief society is fair), 

amongst workers 

• However, the belief is that eventually workers will come to realize that they are being exploited and will 

overthrow capitalism and create a communist society 

 

 

 

 



Foundational Figures in Sociology 

• Karl Marx (1818-1883)  

• Strengths of Theory 

• Helps to understand the role of conflict in bringing social change 

• Shows how competition for scarce resources can have a significant influence on the  

       way societies are organized 

 

• Weaknesses of Theory 

• Criticized for placing too much emphasis on the role of economic factors in shaping social institutions and 

the way people behave 

• Focusing on class conflict, Marx fails to recognize the importance of other kinds of conflict that may divide a 

society and lead to social change 

• Marx gives little consideration to the idea that the individual might choose to act in ways that are different 

to those directed by the economic structure 

 

 

 

 



Foundational Figures in Sociology 

• Max Weber (1864-1920) 

• Weberian Theory- focused on social change as a driving process of how societies modernized  

• Social change- a major shift in political, religious, economic, and/or cultural order that help modernization 

• Investigated how and why pre-industrial societies based on agricultural production, powerful feudal lords 

and powerless peasantry, developed into industrial societies based on manufacturing and various forms of 

political democracy  

• Notions that social development followed a process of modernization: 

• Industrialization 

• Urbanization 

• Rationalization- behavior & social organization is based on bureaucratic scientific principles  

 

 



Foundational Figures in Sociology 

• Max Weber (1864-1920) 

• Theory of Social Action- social change is the result of individuals & groups acting purposefully 

• Says that change can be brought upon by the behavior of charismatic leaders who influence others 

through the strength of their personality  

• Such as youth voters influencing politics when electing JFK, Clinton, & Obama  

• Unlike Marx, Weber believes that political struggles, ideas, beliefs, science, & forms of government may all 

transform a society 

• Also believed status groups could reach a similar level of the wealthy class. These groups could be based on 

age, nationality, gender, etc. 

 

 



Foundational Figures in Sociology 

• Max Weber (1864-1920) 

• Weber believed that there are various factors that contribute to social change 

• These factors may be political struggles, ideas and belief systems, demographic changes, science 

developments, and forms of government 

• This counters Marx’s economic determinism stance 

• Belief that each social change has to be analyzed separately in order to identify the causes 

• Conflict is of great importance in understanding how societies are organized 

• Noted that (especially in capitalist societies) social classes were often a source, but not the only source, of 

conflict 

 

 

 



Foundational Figures in Sociology 

• Max Weber (1864-1920) 

• Viewpoints on Research  

• Notion that research should be conducted from a neutral point of view and that sociologists should put 

themselves in a situation that would enable them best to understand the views from those that are providing 

the data  

• Value neutrality- the obligation of sociologists to identify and acknowledge their own values/beliefs and not 

allow these personal biases influence them while conducting sociological research 

• Verstehen- seeing from another’s perspective to better understand  

• For example, being able to take personal religious beliefs away (such as Christianity) and being able to see 

from a different/competing viewpoint (such as Islam) 



Foundational Figures in Sociology 

• Max Weber (1864-1920) 

• Weber & Social Change 

• On a macro level, it is a major shift in the political, economic or cultural order  

• such as the change from feudalism to capitalism 

• On a micro level, it can refer to everyday political or economic or cultural relationships 

• Weber believed that social changes tend to be driven by individuals instead of economics  

• Weber feels political struggles, ideals and beliefs can also bring social changes 

• Social change can be subtle and slow as society may not notice it has occurred 

 



Foundational Figures in Sociology 

• Emile Durkheim (1858-1917) 

• Founded & investigated sociology as an academic discipline, showing that sociology could be 

studied based on objective knowledge to explain behavior 

• Said that societies could only be fully understood in terms of the relationship b/w various institutions  

• Institutions are ‘patterns of shared behavior’ that persist over time 

• *Religion, family, workplaces, education, politics, media, & peers 

• Collectively, these institutions helps to hold a society together and sociological analysis must look to 

understand why this takes place 

• In looking at this, Durkheim regarded social systems as ‘moral entities’- something to which people feel they 

belong and to which they owe allegiance (thus keeping the institutions going) 

 

 

 



Foundational Figures in Sociology 

• Emile Durkheim (1858-1917) 

• Believed that society exists in its own right beyond the individual members that comprise it 

• Belief that order in society is based on value consensus-  agreement about the things that people in a 

society think are important- this then creates a moral entity where people feel they belong and will show 

allegiance 

• Noted that society did not just ‘exist,’ but rather people developed social solidarity in belonging to a 

“larger group” 

 

 

 

 



Foundational Figures in Sociology 

• Emile Durkheim (1858-1917) 

• Traditional societies- based on mechanical solidarity where people are bound together by who they are  

 (such as part of a family) as compared to what they do (such as occupation) 

• Modern societies- based on organic solidarity where people are bound together by what they do- it is  

 tougher to create than mechanical solidarity as it requires larger shared beliefs (such as democracy  

 and nationalism) to make people feel as they are part of something  

• Though he says that the transition from societies based on mechanical solidarity to organic solidarity 

represented a major social change, he did not explain why these events occur 

 

 

 

 



Foundational Figures in Sociology 

• Emile Durkheim (1858-1917) 

• Strengths of the Theory 

• Brought forth sociology as a science saying that sociologists can produce objective  

        knowledge (facts that prove or disprove certain arguments) about certain behavior 

• Developed a system to scientifically study human behavior  

• He demonstrated how suicide had social causes, not simply biological or psychological ones 

• Weaknesses of the Theory 

• No attempt is made to explain how social order is maintained in societies with deep conflict  

• Durkheim’s ideas lack an adequate theory of power as compared to other theorists 

• Marx and Weber discuss how social order can be imposed on people by powerful groups using resources such as the 

police, military, and various means of ideological control (the ability of the powerful groups have to shape important 

ideas and ways of thinking in society) 

• Using statistical data as a basis for sociological research is more difficult than thought 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sociology as a Science 

• Sociology and Scientific Investigation  

• Aim is to produce knowledge that is reliable & valid 

• Ethics (scientific ethos)- rules governing general conditions in which research must satisfy 

• Universal- knowledge is evaluated using objective, universally agreed upon criteria and focuses on the 

falsification of conclusions and weaknesses of research  

• Communal- knowledge is public in order to replicate and expand upon 

• Disinterested- aim to remove researcher bias in the pursuit of knowledge 

• Skeptical- research must continually be evaluated and not taken as the absolute truth  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sociology as a Science 

• Sociology and Scientific Investigation  

• Value Freedom- general principle that conduct and findings of the research process should not 

be influenced by the values, beliefs, opinions, prejudices of the researcher  

• Aim to remove researcher bias from the study 

• In helping to avoid bias in the data collection process, the researcher(s) should only observe and not 

participate in the behavior being studied  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sociology as a Science 

• Positivism  

• Based upon the idea that it is possible & desirable to investigate society in (broadly) the same way 

as investigating the natural sciences 

• Based on scientific knowledge which is considered factual, objective, evidence-based, and testable 

• Concept of value-freedom as a underlying basis that enables this 

• Idea that knowledge is created through the construction & testing of hypotheses 

• Involves the ability to quantify & measure behavior in numerical/statistical form (quantitative data) 

• Assumption that sociology can be objective 

 

 

 

 



Sociology as a Science 

• Positivism  

• Hypothetico-deductive method -positivist research design based on the development and 

systematic testing of hypotheses 

• It begins with a theory about how things work and derives testable hypotheses from it 

• It is a form of deductive reasoning, in that it begins with general principles, assumptions, and ideas, and 

works from them to more particular statements about what world actually looks like and how it works 

• The hypotheses are then tested by gathering and analyzing data and the theory is then either supported 

or refuted by the results 

• This allows the researcher to generate a testable and realistic hypothesis 

• These predictions must be inherently testable for the hypothetico-deductive method to be a valid process 

• For example, trying to test the hypothesis that God exists would be difficult, because there is no scientific 

way to evaluate it 

 

 

 



Sociology as a Science 

• Positivism  

• Hypothetico-deductive method 

 

 



Sociology as a Science 

• Interpretivism  

• Notion that different people in different situations interpret the social world in different ways  

• Assumption that sociology is subjective (why it’s been called ‘anti-positivism’) 

• Notion that society is only based on the viewpoint of those who create & define it, not just observe it 

• Notion that social behavior is described in terms of the meaning & interpretation people give it 

• Sociologists should take advantage of our ability to empathize (vertehen) 

• Harris (2005) notes two main differences b/w positivism & interpretivism: 

• Positivism notion that human behavior is defined by natural laws/forces out of our control whereas 

interpretivism notes that we can influence our environment by thinking, reflecting, and acting 

• Thus society cannot be studied like we study natural disciplines 

• Positivism focuses on behavior ‘from without’ as interpretivism focuses on behavior ‘from within’ 

• Looks only at the behavior, but not the reasoning behind it 

   

 

 



Sociology as a Science 

• Interpretivism  

• Belief that behavioral rules in society is determined by the context and thus change on the situation 

that people are in 

• Notion that how we react to one’s behavior is dependent upon that social context of the behavior 

• Example- way we act out with friends vs. way we act in front of family 

• Use of ‘emergent research design’ (Oberg, 1999) rather than scientific method 

• Planning- identify research topic/question 

• Data collection/analysis- unlike testing a hypothesis, the ‘goal-free’ qualitative data is collected and is 

flexible, allowing the data to lead the researcher to new data (rather than only looking at one aspect) 

• Data analysis takes place throughout the collection (instead of after during typical research) 

• Evaluation- generally non-judgmental as it is to help the reader understand how we see our world  

• Does not focus on a cause-effect relationship  

 

 



Sociology as a Science 

• Postmodernism (not a scientific method) 

• ‘Modern’ society thought (mid 1700s to today) was based on science, industrialization, and 

technological advancement where metanarratives were used to make sense of the world around 

us and often provide the basis for our identity (often being born into it) 

• Metanarratives – the ‘big stories’ a society constructs in order for individuals to make sense of  how we fit in 

the world  (such as religion, science, political philosophies, and nationalities guiding who we are) 

• In the ‘Postmodern’ society (1990s to today), rather than having only metanarratives shape our 

identity, the notion is that we can ‘pick & mix’ while choosing our own identity 

• Notion that we can choose our family, gender, school, religion, etc.- you create your own sense of identity 

rather than using the one(s) given to you  

• This is a microsociological concept based on the idea that we identify with & construct our own stories  to 

make sense of the world as we see fit (instead of relying on previously given identities) 

 

 



Uses of Sociological Knowledge 

• Classical sociology sought to explain social order & change 

• Marx (1867) theories on capitalism, economic exploitation & inequality 

• Durkheim (1893) theories on social forces that produce (and inhibit) change 

• Weber (1905) theories of modernization 

• Modern sociology looks more at social issues: 

• Focused more on social issues (such as feminism, race relations, poverty, etc. ) 

• Contributing to & informing public debates (such as crime or education) 

• Influence social policy (for gov’t to often play a larger role) 

• Tested the intended & unintended consequences of such social policies (like ‘war on drugs’) 

 

 

 



Sociological Problems v. Social Problems 

• Social problems are often defined as issues in society in which the powerful group 

disapproves of (such as crime, homelessness, drugs, etc.) 

• Sociological problems can overlap with social ones, but often are grouped in 2 categories: 

• Problems that all societies face- social order, control, and change 

• Problems that ‘demand explanation of”  

• Overall sociological problems tend to be universal and are later labeled as a social problem 

pending the society and those in power 

• Examples of sociological problems becoming social problems 

• Violence in local cities becoming more widespread and a political issue, crack of 1980s  ‘War on 

Drugs,’ dealing with crime to issue of death penalty and jail sentences 

 



Sociology & Social Policy 

• Social Policy- areas in which the gov’t directs economic resources to meet specific social 

needs (education, crime, housing, etc.) 

• This is typically the intersection b/w sociological problems and social problems  

• May be seen as a issue of staying value-neutral as often sociologists’ findings can influence these 

policies  

• Want to reduce adding to the social control mechanisms that are in place in a society’s status quo 

 

 

 



Sociology & Social Policy  

• Examining Manifest & Latent Fucntions within Society 

• Sociologists like to examine manifest and latent functions in a society because it helps them learn 

what is “working” in society in relation to social actions or social policies 

• Manifest functions- intended consequences of an action/policy 

• Latent functions- hidden/unintended consequences of an action/policy  

Example- War on Drugs starting in 1971 with President Nixon 

• manifest function- to remove the amount of drugs on the streets 

• latent function- increased crime/prison terms leading to overpopulated prisons, tremendous govt $ being spent, drug 

traffickers creating new smuggling techniques, populace turn to over addictive actions (gambling, drinking, etc.) 

 

 



Cultural Diversity & Human Behavior 

• Examining Culture within Society 

• Modern Industrial Society - society characterized by particular forms of political, economic (mass 

production-manufacturing), and cultural (science and reason) beliefs and practices 

• Each societal class has its own cultural characteristics, educational levels, careers and leisure time activities 

• Diversity within cultures 

• Cross-cultural diversity-  large-scale diversity that refers to differences between societies 

• Globalization creates issues when cultures clash (such as outsourcing vs social/political/religious practices) 

• Cross-cultural communication has become strategically important to companies due to the growth of global business, 

technology, and the Internet. 

• This type of communication involves an understanding of how people from different cultures speak, communicate, 

and perceive the world around them. 

• Intra-cultural diversity- differences within the same society  

• Such as oil workers & coal miners looking at solar-panel supporters as being insane and vice versa 

 

 



Cultural Diversity & Human Behavior 

• Each society will have diversity in its makeup, outlook on, and treatment of human behavior: 

• Class 

• Age 

• Gender                     *Be able to define and provide examples of each  

• Ethnicity 

• Religion 

 

 



Nature of Social Order, Social Control, & Social Change 

• Social order- behavioral patterns & regularities established by societies that make social action possible 

• The way in which the various components of society (social structures and institutions, social relations, social 

interactions and behavior, and cultural features such as norms, beliefs, and values) work together to maintain the 

status quo 

• Social Control- various mechanisms, such as rewards and punishments, that individuals and societies use 

to help maintain social order 

• Proposes that people's relationships, commitments, values, norms, and beliefs encourage them not to ‘go against 

the grain,’ break the law, or ‘shake things up’ 

• Think of times when you are told to do something to uphold the status quo (dress code=no detention) 

• Social change- changes in human interactions and relationships that transform cultural and social 

institutions 

• These changes occur over time and often have profound and long-term consequences for society 



Nature of Social Order, Social Control, & Social Change 

• Macrosociology- large-scale approach where the focus is on social structures and institutions 

• Approach looks at the social structures and forces that organize as well as divide individuals into political, social 

or religious organizations, ethnic populations, communities, and nation-states 

• For example- comparing Marxism/Communism to Democracy/Capitalism as a better structure  

• Cultural Determinism - idea that behavior is shaped by societal forces beyond the immediate control of 

individuals (such as social structures like family and school) 

• Part of free will v. determinism debate in that we have/do not have a choice ‘to do’ or ‘to be’ in society  

• Is the society in which we live in simply a product of society? 

• Can society we shaped from day to day or are the customs/norms in place prohibiting change? 

• Economic Determinism- idea that the form taken by economic relationships is most significant in any 

society, influencing all other political and cultural relationships 

• Marxist theory suggesting that economic forces determine, shape, and define all political, social, cultural, 

intellectual, and technological aspects of a civilization 

 



Nature of Social Order, Social Control, & Social Change 

• Though there are different perspectives in sociology, each: 

• explains how society is organized based on family and the gov’t/economy  

• explains how people view their world and behave within it  

• Relates to the idea of determinism in that behavior is shaped by larger forces that we cannot fully control  

• Relates to the free will/determinism debate (both soc and psych subjects) 

 

• **In examining societies, we can breakdown our analyses into the following: 

• (a) Functionalist theory (various institutions work together in creating a stable society) 

• (b) Marxist theory (powerful institutions impose strength over others creating stable society) 

• (c) Feminist theory (promotion of gender equality and female empowerment)  

• (d) Interactionism (society is created based on society’s daily routines) 

 

• **these are the basis for many AICE questions on the exams!! 



Nature of Social Order, Social Control, & Social Change 
• Foundational Theories for Assessing Sociology 

• Functionalist Theory (based on concepts from both Comte & Durkheim) 

• Focus is on how institutions (family, religion, govt, economy, etc.) work as a single unit to enable society to 

function properly (based on consensus) 

• These institutions function together and enable us live in an everyday society (hopefully with goal of moving forward) 

• Such as how free public education enables individuals & society itself to ‘move forward’ in thinking, creativity, new 

inventions, etc. on the way to continually modernizing our environment 

• Such as learning science & math in K-12 school enables us to engineer more viable energy sources and better 

techniques for crop growth for sustainability  

• Views society as a complex system whose parts work together to promote solidarity and stability 

• Society is viewed as an integrated whole; a change in one part leads to changes in other parts 

• After an upheaval (such as ‘Occupy’), a slightly different society emerges but is still recognizable 

 

 



Nature of Social Order, Social Control, & Social Change 

• Foundational Theories for Assessing Sociology 

• Functionalist Theory (based on concepts from both Comte & Durkheim) 

• Human Body Analogy 

• Think of how each organ works (functions) together to help us live 

• Even if one organ is not working properly, often the other organs will 

continue to work fine and may even ‘take up the slack’ to enable you 

to live your normal life 

• Such as if you have a hemispherectomy, your body will re-learn how 

to do things that enable you to lead a life very similar to as it was 

before 

• In the same way, think of society (the body) and how the various 

institutions (organs) that it is comprised of (family, education, govt, etc.) all 

must work together to keep society functioning properly 

• Even if one institution is not functioning as normal (such as during a 

govt shutdown), the others will continue to work as usual until it is 

restored  

 

 



Nature of Social Order, Social Control, & Social Change 

• Foundational Theories for Assessing Sociology 

• Marxist & Feminist Theory (aka conflict theory) 

• Notion that a functioning society is maintained by the powerful imposing order over the less powerful 

• As opposed to Functionalist Theory (that institutions work collectively to maintain a properly functioning 

society), these theories are based on the notion that institutions create CONFLICT in society  

• Focus is on analyzing society in terms of how institutions (family, education, religion, politics, etc.) effect 

beliefs and behaviors in setting up conflict b/w the ‘haves and have nots’ 

• This ‘powerful over the less powerful’ argument notes that the social structures at play (such as a patriarchal 

society) help maintain patterns of social behavior (such as roles of women) unless a revolution takes place  

• Such as the social structure of ‘family’ has maintained that husbands work and wives raise the family 

• Such as social rituals (like religion and schooling) providing the basis for how we should live our everyday lives 

 



Nature of Social Order, Social Control, & Social Change 

• **Functionalist viewpoint (aka consensus structuralism) 

• Maintaining social order 

• Proposes that various institutions in society function in harmony & that each is dependent upon 

one another, ultimately forming a working social system 

• A change in one part can lead to a change in other parts 

• This social system is comprised of the political, economic, cultural , & family subsystems 

• These systems are created & sustained based on the needs of individual societies 

• Basis that for ppl to survive, they must be part of larger, cooperative groups (the sub-systems) 

that benefit society overall 

• May use ‘soft force’ (education) or ‘hard force’ (police) to maintain these systems 

• Goal is for all share common beliefs, goals, values, & behaviors to work towards a common goal of 

stable society 

 

• **This is the main theory in sociology & most likely to be asked about  



Nature of Social Order, Social Control, & Social Change 

• **Functionalist viewpoint (aka consensus structuralism) 

• Example of ‘Traditional Marriage’ in the US 

Marriage is seen as 

mostly expected & 

stable pattern of 

behavior for men and 

women in the US 

May reinforce 

stereotypical male, 

female, & family roles  

It often leads to an increase of money 

(combined income), creation of 

families, and the transmission of 

traditions and culture 

Divorce acts as a 

social dysfunction 



Nature of Social Order, Social Control, & Social Change 

• Functionalist viewpoint (aka consensus structuralism) 

• Need for social change 

• Based on idea that: 

• (a) sometimes a sub-system (1 or more) does not meet the ‘common goal’  

• (b) natural changes in one sub-system impacts the others 

• It is believed that after a time of upheaval, stability will return 

• 1960s counter-culture for example 

• Occupy Wall Street for example 

 



Nature of Social Order, Social Control, & Social Change 

• Marxist viewpoint (aka conflict structuralism) 

• Maintaining Social Order 

• Idea that powerful groups impose order on relatively powerless groups, creating a stable society 

• Economic activity is the most important because no other social activity (politics, family or culture) can exist 

without people first having found a way to survive 

• ‘Base and superstructure’ is founded on basis of the relationship between economic, political, and ideological 

institutions 

• The ‘base’ is the economic structure within a capitalist society naturally creating a hierarchy of power (owner, 

manager, worker, etc.) 

• The ‘superstructures’ of politics (govt, police, courts) and ideological institutions (media, education, religion) as a result 

build upon the economic basis of society  

• Order and stability are maintained through the ruling class’ control of ideological institutions (political power, control 

of the media, and education) 



Nature of Social Order, Social Control, & Social Change 

• Marxist viewpoint (aka conflict structuralism) 

• Maintaining Social Order 



Nature of Social Order, Social Control, & Social Change 

• Marxist viewpoint (aka conflict structuralism) 

• Need for social change 

• Competition leads to change 

• Owners want more from their employees (profits) and non-owners want more from their employers (pay) 

• For example, workers may strike for more money (micro level) or conflicts may lead to wider political and economic 

changes (macro level) 

• Ideological differences lead to change 

• Those not in power more likely to speak out for change in society 

• For example, those in minorities and/or persecuted roles are more likely to demand more respect in society 

 



Nature of Social Order, Social Control, & Social Change 

• Feminist viewpoint (aka conflict structuralism) 

• Maintaining Social Order 

• Belief that societies are patriarchal to some degree- they are based on the interests of men being always 

considered more important than those of women 

• Order and control are based on male power 

• Multiple perspectives in how society is maintained 

• Liberal feminism- sexual discrimination is the basis of power imbalance, promoting gender equality instead 

• Marxist feminism- class inequality provides the basis for female oppression, exploitation, & discrimination to occur as 

capitalist societies inherently encourage males to exploit female “weaknesses” (strength, pregnancy, emotions, etc.) 

• Radical feminism- patriarchy is the source of female oppression in public sphere (workplace with less pay & status) 

and private sphere (home with expected & unpaid domestic work) 

 



Nature of Social Order, Social Control, & Social Change 

• Feminist viewpoint (aka conflict structuralism) 

• Need for social change 

• Liberal feminism-  changes in society are based on changes in the legal system (such as anti-discrimination 

laws) and education 

• Marxist feminism- changes in society are based on a paradigm shift of changing stereotypes of capitalist 

societies and changing the economic differences throughout   

• Radical feminism- paradigm shift of a matriarchal society instead, providing empowerment, 

acknowledgment, and respect 

 



Nature of Social Order, Social Control, & Social Change 

• (Social) Interactionism (aka action approach) 

• Maintaining Social Order  

• Based on the notion that society is created ‘from the bottom up’ in that we create and re-

create ‘society’ on a daily basis through our daily routines 

• We consistently produce & reproduce social order through our everyday individual and collective 

behaviors 

• Go to school, go to work, pay bills, pay mortgage, taxes, etc. 

• Notion that ‘society’ is a state of mind (rather than physical entity) in that it effects our behavior, 

and this in turn helps to create order and stability 

• Notion that we label the rules, pressures, & social responsibilities as this is then associated with a 

set of characteristics and ideals that influence/control our behavior 

• Such as behavior as when a ‘student’ or a ‘adult’ 

 



Nature of Social Order, Social Control, & Social Change 

• (Social) Interactionism (aka action approach) 

• Need for Social Change 

• At the micro level, includes changing beliefs/attitudes to institutions (police) or ideals (marriage) 

• At the macro level, ability to better interact with differing societies has led to the continued 

exchange of ideas and practices and their incorporation into different cultures 

 


